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Reflection on A Louis Pasteur Quote: "Chance Favours the Prepared Mind”
What examples of learning by "happy accident" or just by chance have you experienced in your own life?
Learning by accident has most certainly happened in my education life and the results of these happy accidents have had a tremendous impact on my life. Some time back, our teacher decided to give a flash test. If you ask me today, the questions were rather easy to tackle although I found a few of them quite challenging at the time. To answer the questions, all I had to do was tick on a bubble and be done in a matter of 10 minutes in time for the teacher to revise all the questions. I ended up ticking nearly all the wrong bubbles in the test and I had some of the lowest scores in the class. On the other hand, my friend had a perfect score and I felt cheated to some extent. As a result, I made a personal vow to increase my knowledge and get better grades. I feel that the test was a happy accident to me because it turned around my education life. Today I have more focus and interest in learning.
What do you think it means for a person (especially a scientist) to have a "prepared mind," as Pasteur describes?
Having a “prepared mind” as described by Pasteur means that a person has to be fully prepared to take up any opportunity that comes their way. Most of the time, opportunities come knocking and a person is not prepared. As a result, most scientists need time to prepare towards meeting and opportunity that has already arrived and by the time they are ready, the opportunity has passed. As scientists, it is right to have a prepared mind that is ready to pounce on opportunities immediately they present themselves without giving it much thoughts. A person with a prepared mind knows exactly what they want and how they can get it such that when an opportunity comes, they are among the first to jump on it.
How can a person prepare his or her mind to be open to chance within a particular discipline?
Preparing the mind to be open in and particular discipline is a time taking process and an important skill. This skill requires an in-depth understanding of the discipline. A person has to know the scope of their discipline by learning where it applies and where it does not. This way, a person can always be on the lookout for opportunities in areas where the discipline applies. 
What roles might education, job experience, and life experience play in creating a prepared mind? 
Combined, these factors give a person an in-depth understanding of a particular discipline. Therefore, a person with high education, long job experience or plenty of life experience have a higher tendency of having a prepared mind compared to a person without. These factors provide the necessary information and experience to help a person determine what they want and keep their focus towards attaining it. 
Often researchers must try many things that don't work before they find the hypothesis that really explains what is going on. 
Researcher are in the business of explaining why certain things are how we perceive them to be. while doing so, they have to consider many possible explanations (hypothesis) and cancel them out one by one before settling on what works. 
This expectation of failure probably does not sit well with funding agencies or the public.
In most cases, the public is interested in what works and not what might work. Similarly, research funding agencies are more concerned with the outcomes and not the process. This phenomenon can be explained using psychology where most a vast majority of the people want to be associated with success and not failure. Also, people tend to celebrate success without considering the amount of effort invested to achieve such outcomes.
How could this important part of the scientific method be explained to the public so that it is better accepted?
The best way of introducing the concept of failure expectation to the public is through public education. In my opinion, this will only work if the focus is solely paid on future generations. Therefore, the education efforts should be focused on people who are going to school and in the end, we will have achieved wide acceptance by the public.
